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Nothing better than a mosaic  
can represent the composite  
of people, talents and colorful 
ideas that make the Italian 
Program at Florida Atlantic 
University a unique center  
for Italian and Italian American 
culture. With appreciation  
for this timeless art form and 
gratitude for all who support 
us, we welcome Naonis Cultural 
Association and the 56th Annual 
IASA-Italian American Studies 
Association Conference to our 
beautiful campus.

Dr. Ilaria Serra
Professor of Italian and Comparative Studies
Cavaliere della Repubblica dell’Ordine della Stella d’Italia
Director of Venice Study Abroad Program
Florida Atlantic University 



Sophia Loren Technique: contemporary mosaic portrait
Type of processing: direct with cement glue,  
on a wooden base and frame
Materials: Venetian Smalti, marble,  
tesserae of glass and gold leaf
Processing times: 3 months

18x18 inches – Weight 9 pounds
2017



Frank Sinatra Technique: contemporary mosaic portrait
Type of processing: direct with cement glue, 
on a wooden base and frame 
Materials: Venetian Smalti, marbles, mastics,  
grés, vinyl, paper, jute
Processing times: 3 months

18x18 inches – Weight 9 pounds
2020



Madonna Technique: contemporary mosaic portrait
Type of processing: direct with cement glue,  
on a wooden base and frame
Materials: Venetian smalti (enamels), epoxy resin,bark,  
fimo and diamonds, plastic straws, eva rubber
Processing times: 3 months

18x18 inches – Weight 9 pounds
2020



Lady Gaga Technique: contemporary mosaic portrait
Type of processing: direct with cement glue,  
on a wooden base and frame
Materials: Venetian Smalti, marbles, ceramics,  
silver and gold leaf
Processing times: 4 months

18x18 inches – 9 pounds
2019



Luciano Pavarotti Technique: contemporary mosaic portrait
Type of processing: direct with cement glue,  
on a wooden base and frame
Materials: Venetian Smalti, marbles, cloth, resin background
Processing time: 3 months 

18x18 inches – Weight 8 pounds
2019



Monica Bellucci Technique: contemporary mosaic portrait
Type of processing: direct with cement glue,  
on a wooden base and frame 
Materials: Venetian Smalti, Eco-enamels, Marbles 
Processing times: 4 months

18x18 inches – Weight 17,5 pounds
2021



Giancarlo Esposito Technique: contemporary mosaic portrait
Type of processing: direct with cement glue,  
on a wooden base and frame
Materials: Venetian Smalti, marbles, shells, iron wire,  
plastic wire, plastic threads, aluminum threads,  
resin background.
Processing time: 3 months 

18x18 inches – Weight 8 pounds
2021



Martin Scorsese Technique: contemporary mosaic portrait
Type of processing: direct with cement glue,  
on a wooden base and frame 
Materials: Venetian Smalti, limestone rocks,  
decoupage background
Processing times: 3 months 

18x18 inches – 9 pounds
2022



The Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli opened
in 1922, in the small town of Spilimbergo,
in the Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia
in Northeast Italy. It was founded with
the aim of preserving and continuing
the ancient art of mosaics.
Since then, new generations of mosaicists
have developed new frontiers of excellence.
This recent work can be admired at the Foro
Italico in Rome (10 thousand square meters),
in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in
Jerusalem, the Kawakyu Hotel in Osaka,
and the Ground Zero tribute in New York.
Today the Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli
is the most important international center
for instruction in the art of mosaics,
and its students come from all over the
world to attend a formative project which
has rejuvenated and given a contemporary
and modern perspective to this
very special art.

www.scuolamosaicistifriuli.it

Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli



Guglielmo Zanette
Architect
Salone del Mobile di Milano



The Naonis Cultural Association,
a non-profit institution with headquarters
in Pordenone in Northeast Italy, works
at developing the mosaic collections
by raising funds and finding resources
to support young mosaicists and stage
exhibitions in Italy and abroad.

Guglielmo Zanette is the curator  
of the Italian American Icons collection  
which he created in collaboration  
with the best young mosaic artists  
who graduated from the famous  
Mosaic School of Spilimbergo, Italy.

www.naonis.org 

The Naonis
Cultural Association

CONTACT 
Arch. Guglielmo Zanette
e-mail info@naonis.org – phone +39 338 1654942



Mosaic Young Talent 

The Naonis Association is the creator 
of the Concorso Mosaic Young Talent 
(Mosaic Young Talent Competition), 
dedicated to discovering and promoting 
young artists who come from the prestigious 
Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli, a world-famous 
school that will celebrate its centennial 
in 2022. The initiative intends to support 
young artists and offer them international 
recognition to help them during the difficult 
period of transition from the world of school 
to the world of work. 

The exhibition of portraits “50 FACES”  
that opened at MarinMOCA Museum  
of Contemporary Art, Novato, California,  
in September 2019, enabled two Friulan 
artists, Debora Franco and Denise Toson, 
to participate in person, creating a public 
mural in San Rafael and offering workshops 
which were attended by a numerous  
and enthusiastic public.





ASSOCIAZIONE CULTURALE NAONIS
Piazza XX Settembre n.13 – 33170 Pordenone – Italy

 www.naonis.org

For any information on purchasing the portraits on display,  
or to order a customized mosaic portrait from Italy,  

you can contact the Naonis association at

 info@naonis.org


