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SandialLab
Director
Files Suit

For Racism|;

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — A for-
mer senior manager at San-
dia National Laboratories®
Livermore site has sued
the company alleging his
firing in 2020 was racially

“What happened to Dr;
Hwang reflects a nega-
rive siereotype that East

Asians lack upper or-
ganizational leadership

skills and abiliries. ™

— J, Edward Hollington

motivated.

Robert Hwang, who
spent 28 years with Sandia,
inclading as director of the
Combustion Chemistry and
Materials Science Center for
his final six years, charges
in his federal civil rights
lawsuit that his supervisors
treated him differently than
six non-East Asian direc-
tors of ihe center, insulting,
demeaning and embarrass-
ing him.

Hwang, a native of Ma-
cau on the south coast of
China, contends his super-
vizors, Dons Ellis and An-
drew Mellroy, criticized him
for not speaking up during
meetings, failing to recog-
nize his cultural upbringing
emphasized remaining quiet
and considering what to say,
instead of “spitballing.™

“(Ellis) went so far a3 o
suggest that | put my elbows

on the table and lean forward
to make sure everyone knew
I 'was participating.” Hwang
said in a Fatement. “Then
when ' did speak up, she
eriticized me or ignored
what | said.™

Attorneys for the Nation-

al Tﬂchnalugr and Engtneer
Sn]utmns of Sandia {HT—

The buliding on the corner of South Livermore Avenue and First Street opened its doors
to the community as the Bank of italy 100 years ago this month. The building has been
The Independent’s office since the 19908, (Indepeadent srchive phota)
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100 Year Celebration Set for Bank of Italy

By Dawnmaric Fehr

LIVEEMORE — The Bank
of ltaly building, home fo
The Independent newspa-
per and a cornerstone of
the downtown Livermore
landscape, will be honored
this month in a centennial
celebration.

The histonc [talian Re-
naissance Revival building
on the comer of First Street
and South Livermore Av-
enue was built'in 1921 as
the 13th branch of the Bank
of Italy.

The Bank of ltaly was
founded in 1904 by Amadeo
Pictro Giannini, the Amer-
ican-born son of Italian
immigrants, His bank was
meant for the “litile fellow,™
the laboring immigrants
other banks would not serve,

*The Bank of [taly was

the first 1o loan money to

survivors of the 1906 earth-

quake,” said Toni Sterling,

a former employee. Accord-
ing to Sterling, Giannini
distributed the cash himself
to earthquake victims from
his horse-drawn camage.

Sterling added, “(Gi-
annini) was well-loved,
liked and respected by his
employces and clients for
his heart and keen business
acumen.”

Just nmine ycars after
opening the building on
First Street, the Bank of Ttaly
consolidated with Bank of
Amenica, which continued
operations in the facility
until’ 1937, The building
then became Livermore's
city hall until 1978, when it
was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places

“The ' €ily took over
the bullding, and as the
cily grew, the stafl needed
more space,” said Doug

J , & photographer
snd Innsﬁu:e_Pmph-?-':rwu.f

The Independent
pays tribute to AP
Giannin, founder of
the Bank of Ttaly

o commemorate

100 years of serv-
g the community, The
Independent building in
downtown: Livermore
will be lit up from dusk
to midnight this Saturday,
Jan. 22

(See GIANNIN, page §)
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The Independent. “For in-
stance, the fire department
was placed on MeLeod and
First Street. Then, city hall

-
T 1"*1"[[[] l

moved 1o s current loca-
tion on South Livermore,
and this became an office
building.”

As an office building,
the basement, ground floor
and second s10ry mezzaning
were subdivided, avanous
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A group shot of staff and customers during opening day at the Bank of Italy,
Jan. 22, 1922. The historic site is now home to The Independent newspaper.

(lndependent prchive phodo)

companies moved in and
oul. The vaulis - one on the
ground floor and one in the
basement — remained, de-
spite other changes. Liver-
more Downtown Inc. had
its first office there along
with a pnivate safety deposit
box company, according to
Jorgensen,

Joan Seppala and her
husband, Lynn, bought the
building m 1991, They un-
derstood that the city would
require a seismic upgrade,
necessary to protect the
core of the building - four
layers of brick and mortar -
from collapsing in a major
earthquake. The building
was built with bricks from
the Livermore Fire Brick
Company.

“(ircat care was taken
to preserve the historic fea-
tures during the renovation,”
explained Lynn. “Steel col-
umns, reaching from the
floor almost to the ceiling,
were installed by remov-
ing on¢ layer of bricks in
sixteen locations inside the

building, then cpoxying the
columns to the bricks, and
finally refinishing the walls
to make the seismic upgrade
completely mvisible.”

The Seppalas had to deal
with several hurdles, in-
cluding finding a compro-
mise between the National
Historic Registry and the
Americans with Dizabili-
ties Act (ADA) require-
ments. The building only
provided bathrooms in the
basement, which was not
ADA compliant in 1991.
But the MNational Historic
Registry didn’t want bath-
rooms added upstairs, say-
ing the building couldn’t be
substantially changed. After
some aggravating back and
forth involving lawyers and
architects, Jorgensen said
a compromise was finally
reached: an elevator was
installed for those with dis-
abilities to reach the down-
stairs bathroom

Jorgensen continued,
“When we were finished, it
looked much as 11 did when

it was a bank."

The original marble floor
installed by the Bank of Italy
was uncarthed under old
carpet and linoleum during
the 1991 renovations, The
dimples made by bank cus-
tomers as they stood in front
of the teller windows are
still visible 1n the marble.
The vaults are still in place,
and one still has its onginal
door.

Alter the restoration, The
Independent — founded
by Joan Seppala in 1963
— mavied out of itls second-
floor office in the Schenone
Building and into the Bank
of lialy.

“It's a beautiful build-
ing,” Jorgensen said. “Joan
was very involved in the
changmg of the downtown
area in Livermore, and by
owning this building, she
had a stake in that. She
truly loves the building and
wanted it to look in some
ways like a museum, but
still functional for a news-

paper.”

GIANNINI

{Continwed from first page)

Inside, visible through
the front door-on First Street,
will be a mosaic portrait of
the founder of the Bank of
Italy, Amadeo Pietra (AL P)
Ginnnini — a nearly forgot-
ten Californian icon. The

er who owns the building
with her husband, Lynn.
*Throughout California, A
P. Giannim took extraordi-
nary actions to support the
disadvantaged. At the same
time, in the very heart of a

“Throughout Califorma, A. F. Glanning
ook extragrdinary actions to support the
disadvantaged. At the same time, in the very
freart of a community, his bulldings provided
an inspiring architechiral experience. ™

—Joan Seppala
artwork was purchased from  community, his buildings
the *50 Faces Collection,”  provided an inspiring ar-
created by young artists for  chitectural expérience. The

Maonis, an Italian nonprofit
cultural association. A por-
tion of the collection can
still be seen in the Founders”
Room of the Bankhead The-

“Iﬂi "A-'I"
also be displaying history
storics in windows {acing
Livermore Avenue and First
Strect

“] am pleased to have
The Independent newspa-
per located in the Bank of
Italy. It has been built by a
man whose values 1 deeply
admire,” said Joan
The Indcpc-ndm_l puhlli,-.h-

u:f 1o nu:tdle n:lm pmph

Livermore Bank of Italy is
a monument; it celebrates
both Giannini's :lhin:s' and
his uplifting vision.™

with,a vast knowledge of
Giannini's history.

“He did two things,”
Sterling said. “He required
that bank managers speak
[talian so there would be no
‘discrimination against [tal-
fan wmnmi and he was
nmaong the first to loan mon-

Guanaini s sl mgmy
ater, d=p1:t|% o . ;
.hm;mmm PoT-visie

tices, li-lllleDﬂl Sl-:rllng.
a former bank cmplwtt:

not keeping the money circu-
lating among the wealthy.”

Sterling added that —
especially during WWII —
Giannini also aided many
women, who traditionally
were unable to receive loans
without a hushand

"He made sure that the
loan officers were just as
gencrous toward women
as they had been for men,”
Sterling said. “The culture
shifted to acknowledge that
often women were support-
ing their familics — they
necded financial support
to build businesses, to buy
basic things. Women were
the backbone of this country
dunng WWII they kept it
going.”

Livermore resident Ann
Giannini — who marmed
into) the family. — said he
lentl money to people “'on a
hmdshnkc F:rr :xarnp]c

In 1916, several Liver-
more banks consolidated
with the Bank of Italy, then
housed in the McLeod build-
ing. In 1920, The Bank of
Italy — later known as the
Bank of America — an-
nounced its intention to build
a new building at the comer
uI'F:.rsi Eh'mand]..wumc

nu}rln'El fqntﬂmlh a loan,

“Livermons was growing;
it was not a onc-indusiry
boom town, but rather a
focus of many types of com-
merce,” said Jefl Kaskey,
member of the Livermore
Hentage Guild. “Ultimately,
that may have been why the
Bank of [taly found the town
interesting.”

Giannini is credited with
introducing branch banking
in California. Hiz Livermore
branch became one of hun-
dreds he acquired through-
out the state.

“If Giannini could (find
success) coming from a
{arming family — a second-
gencration Amencan — then
that would be possible for

other Italian Americans or [

m The Independent building
permanently.

Guglielmo Zanette, art
curator and representativie of
Naonis, called itan honor “1o
participate in the rediscovery
of such a significant figure
hke A. P. Giannini, who
contributed  greatly to ' the
growth of California.”

“We wanted to pay. trib-
ute to him with an extraor-
dinary mosaic portrait that
we brought here from ltaly
to Livermore,” Zancttc con-
tinued.

Sterling said the Bay
Area [talian Amencan com-
munity remember that Gi-

any immigrants,” Sterling 0

said. “All of that was set in
motion with the business
practices that he demonstrat-

“nllvb{:mg of nth:rp-mplu

The Seppalas; with the
acquisition of the Giannini
mosaic portrait, recstablish
2n old banking tradition.

“Any Bank of Amecrica

ed .. chummum:ﬂy ~

building you went into had |5,

a portrait of Giannini in

it,”" said Ann Giannini. “In

Alameda, it is still there in
obby." :

AONmI Wasn't just an amar-
ing busincssman, but he was
also a good human being
with enormous integnty.

“I think as parents we
share what good busincss-
persons hold to be of value:
you teach yvour children that
all you have is your charac-
ter and integrity, s0 every
decision you make has to
support your character and
speak of your integnty,”
she said. “And thats what
AP Giannini did. That’s the
role model that he zet for
evervone who worked for
him, and 1 am sure for the
family as well.*




