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presents

THE MYSTERY OF AQUILEIA

Aquileia, in north-east Italy, one of the Roman Empire’s most important cities with a
Basilica containing the largest mosaic pavement in the world, becomes the center of
a story of adventure and intrigue. A wealthy American wants to possess the powers
that the ancient Gnostics acquired by following the ‘Sacred Pathway’ indicated in the
mosaics. The archeological discovery of ancient Gnostic parchments with magical
formulas leads to a race for possession.

MISSION

The film addresses an international audience, and spotlights the UNESCO World
Heritage Site, Aquileia, one of the jewels of the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region.
A courageous, innovative work, with great media potential, which explores and
promotes our history, so rich in art and culture, which will bring important, significant
bonuses in tourism.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL THRILLER

The Mystery of Aquileia is an archaeological thriller in which suspense and adventure
take place against an important and fascinating cultural backdrop. The narrative
structure is in three acts, as in classic American cinema, with particular attention
paid to the psychological development of the characters. A film aimed at a wide
audience, meant for cinemas.






THE MYSTERY OF AQUILEIA

SYNOPSIS

After 1800 years of silence, Aquileia, rich and glorious center of the Roman Empire,
not far from Venice, returns to the news. Professor Gasparini, the archeologist
who has devoted his life to the study of the mosaics in the Aquileia Basilica, has
discovered ancient parchments from the second century A.D. which constitute
the key to a great mystery. It seems that there are mosaics in the Basilica that represent
the ‘Sacred Pathway to Salvation’, an esoteric map linked to the movements of the
planets, which, with mysterious formulas, would guide the human soul towards the
celestial spheres of Immortality.

Gasparini is aided in his dig by Virginia, a young archeologist lent to him by an
extremely rich and mysterious International foundation. The professor calls in his
favorite assistant, Marco, who from early childhood has exhibited great intuitive
capabilities in interpreting the mosaics of the Basilica. The international press
conference in Venice dedicated to the presentation of the parchments is interrupted
abruptly: the parchments have been stolen. Peter Schilling, Virginia’s stepfather,
president of the Foundation, is convinced that the Pathway to Salvation is the
pathway to immortality and absolute power. Marco and Virginia, driven by different
motives, try to recover the parchments, and discover that the mosaic symbols are
definitely linked to the movement of the planets. A visit to the Trieste Observatory
informs them that a rare planetary event is foreseen in the near future.

This is the moment Peter Schilling is waiting for. But the parchments found in the
Aquileia dig are not sufficient. The third part of the texts is jealously preserved in
the Egyptian Museum of Turin, by Omer Kemal, consultant of the Museum and
one of Gasparini’s oldest friends. Marco flies to Turin to solve the enigma. Virginia
is prepared for this, and Marco’s on-line communications to Gasparini are copied
and sent on to Peter Schilling, in a final gesture of gratitude to her loved/hated
stepfather. Now that all the pieces of information seem to coincide, the count-down
can begin: Peter Schilling observes the stars as they turn...
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PROJECT TEAM:

GUGLIELMO ZANETTE

Curator

Coordinator of the project team for

“The Mystery of Aquileia” and any events
in which the initiative is presented.

GUERRINO ERMACORA

Author

Co-author with Guglielmo Zanette of the original subject
of the film and responsible for research on the mosaics
of the Basilica of Aquileia.

TIZIANA BAGATELLA

Actress

Voice actor and adapter, reader of scenes
from the film script at public events

and specialized festivals.

LUIGI MARCHIONE

Scenographer

Creator of the early scene sketches
of the film after on-site inspection

of the archeological sites of Aquileia.




PAOLO COSSI

[llustrator

Creator of the scene sketches describing
the historical prologue of the film,
situated in Aquileia in the 2nd century AD.

ROBERTA CARRARA
Graphic Designer
Responsible for the graphics
for the multi-media project.

VIKTORIA SOMOGYI
Journalist

Coordinator of press releases
for the promotion of the film.

FRANCESCO FURLAN

Legal adviser

Responsible for relations and legal questions
with networks interested in the possible
promotion of the film.
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Assessorato alla Cultura
Regione Autonoma Friuli Venezia Giulia

Partner

Comune di Pordenone
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Festival del Cinema Italiano di Marin County (USA)
Associazione Culturale Custodi del Tempo

Fogolar Furlan Roma
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Fondazione FRIULI




